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KARDA members met at 8:30 a.m. at the Murray State University (MSU) Exposition Center for an overview 
of the MSU Agriculture Programs and a tour of the agriculture facilities. Dr. Tony Brannon, Chairman of 
Murray’s Agriculture Department, welcomed the members. Dr. Paul McNeary, Department of Industrial and 
Engineering Technology, introduced the faculty and staff that were present and described their duties and 
responsibilities. 
 
Dr. Brannon discussed the University’s history, the Department of Agriculture’s Vision and Mission 
Statement, and gave an overview of the agriculture programs currently being offered.  He stated that 
historically, agriculture students comprise 10% of the University’s enrollment Dr. Brannon stressed that the 
primary goal of the Department was to give students as much hands-on agriculture experience as possible. 
The philosophy of the Department is, the more hands-on experience with the land, crops, and animals that 
the students have the greater the sense of duty and responsibility that will be instilled in them. 
 
The tour began at the 269 acre, West Farm. The facilities on this farm consist of the equine barns, the rodeo 
arena, and dairy.  
 
The equine building was built by and for the students. Currently, the university houses 60 of the equine 
student’s horses, and 60 university horses. The students are responsible for the care of the horses and the 
facility. Student responsibilities are enormous and varied. The responsibilities range from developing an 
appropriate diet for, exercising, grooming, and veterinary care of the horses, to cleaning out the stalls. 
 
Next the group visited the new Rodeo Arena. This facility is the newest addition at MSU. The arena 
measures 100’ x 200’ and is constructed of sand and rubber. The building is totally maintenance free. The 
Department is presently drafting a proposal to expand the arena to include classrooms and locker rooms. 
The anticipated expense of the expansion is $575,000. 
 
The dairy facilities at Murray have been recently renovated. 
 
The tour continued at the 44 acre Pullen Farm. The most recent facility built on the farm is the agricultural 
greenhouse. The university uses this farm for many purposes. Currently being conducted is a long-term 
study on the phosphorus levels in soil when poultry manure is used as fertilizer. The university also uses the 
extensive floral beds for plant identification, basic landscape principles, and a research area for new plants. 
At the agronomy test area, students participate in studies of weed control, basic crop science, and the 
previously mentioned soil fertility testing. The vineyard has surpassed all expectations. Currently, there are 5 
varieties of table grapes and 8 varieties of wine grapes in the vineyard. Next year, it is expected that another 
acre and several new varieties will be added to the vineyard. 
 
Leaving the Pullen Farm, the tour continued at the Pasteurization Plant. This facility converts animal waste, 
animal carcasses, and virtually any solid agricultural wastes into compost. The university is unable to reveal 
the process because of a contract signed with the developer. 
 
This concluded the farm tour and the group was taken to the Curris center for lunch. During the luncheon, 
President Kern Alexander welcomed the group to Murray State University. After lunch, the group held the 
business meeting. 
 
Business Meeting: 
 



Bruce Harper, Chair, called the meeting to order at 1:20 p.m., at the Curris Center, on the Campus of 
Murray State University, in Paducah.  



 
Members Present: 
 
Bruce Harper, Chair; Dr. Harold Benson; Senator David Boswell; Dean M. Wallace representing John Fritz, 
Jr.; Sharon Furches; John-Mark Hack representing Governor Paul E. Patton; Keith Harris; Larry Jeffries; 
Scott Kuegel; Jeff Hall representing Dean C. Oran Little; Carlton Earhart representing George Martin; Glen 
Massengale; Peter McNeill; Tony Holloway representing Sam Moore; Bill Payne; Terry Rhodes; Mike 
Stivers representing Commissioner Billy Ray Smith; Will Southerland; David Switzer; and Representative 
Roger Thomas. 
 
Members Absent: 
 
Terry Ashby; Morris Cave; Hoppy Lovell; Billy Joe Miles; Martin Nichols; Martha Thompson; and Bettie 
Wallace. 
 
Others Present: 
 
Joel Neaveill and Lisa Thomas, Governor’s Office of Agriculture Policy; Dr. Kern Alexander, President, 
Murray State University; Buddy Brown, Farmer’s Pride; Johnnie Stockdale, Calloway County Agriculture 
Teacher; Will E. Clark, Western Dark Fired Tobacco Association; Biff Baker, Legislative Research 
Commission; Dr. Tony Brannon, Dr. Jim Rudolph and Dr. Jim Vaughan, Murray State University Agriculture 
Department; Eddie Sheridan, Murray Ledger and Times; and Carolyn Jeffries. 
 
Opening Remarks & Introductions: 
 
Chairman Harper recognized Dr. Cox, Director of the Breathitt Animal Diagnostic Laboratory. Dr. Cox 
explained to the members the purpose and duties of the lab. He invited the members to stop by for a tour of 
the laboratory at the conclusion of the meeting. 
 
Next the chairman directed the members’ attention to their meeting binders. He pointed out that a member 
contact sheet and travel voucher had been placed in the binder and asked that the members complete the 
forms and return them to Lisa Thomas.  
 
Chairman Harper advised that Bettie Wallace was absent from the meeting because her husband had 
recently suffered a heart attack. 
 
Next, the chairman welcomed the new members to the KARDA Board. He then asked for a motion to 
approve the minutes. There was a motion. Dr. Benson asked that the minutes be corrected to state that the 
university needs matching funds or the current funding will be lost. There was a motion and second to 
approve the minutes as amended. The motion passed. 
 
Chairman Harper turned the meeting over to John-Mark Hack. Mr. Hack introduced Joel Neaveill and Lisa 
Thomas two new staff members in the Governor’s Office of Agriculture Policy. Chairman Harper asked the 
members to take every opportunity to thank Governor Patton for expanding the staff in the Agriculture Policy 
office. Mr. Hack then proceeded to give an update on the Kentucky Tobacco Settlement Trust Corporation, 
and the plan for *Distribution Phase II Funds for 1999 of the tobacco settlement agreement. There was a 
lengthy discussion on the Phase II settlement, and the distribution of the funds. 
 
Chairman Harper thanked the staff of Murray State University for the interesting and informative tour. He 
attributed the increase in agriculture enrollment to the faculty and staff for creating such an attractive 
environment and wonderful programs. Then he thanked Sharon Furches for encouraging the KARDA group to 
visit the university. 
 
2000 Legislative Session: 
 
Chairman Harper cautioned the members not to think that the Phase II tobacco money is enough for 
agriculture. He reminded them that this money is for “income loss replacement”, it will not fund agriculture 
programs. The chairman encouraged the members to be in contact with their state senators and 
representatives and ask for allocation of Phase I monies to agriculture programs. He then opened the floor 



for suggestions on funding requests for the 2000 Legislative Session. Suggestions included: Phase II of the 
UK research farm; and increased funding for agriculture programs at the Regional Universities. 
 
Chairman Harper updated the members on the Phase I group’s proposal that outlined the requests for 
funding, utilizing the Phase I monies. He stated that with their approval, the proposal would be presented to 
Governor Patton in the near future. There was discussion and questions. Several members asked that 
specific requests be added to the proposal. Chairman Harper and Senator Boswell explained that the 
proposal “as is” gives everyone the opportunity to participate, and that most of the requests made, would be 
included in another area of the proposal. There was a motion and second to adopt the *Phase I Proposal 
Summary. The motion passed by voice vote.  
 
National Agriculture Summit: 
 
Chairman Harper and Mr. Hack discussed the possibility of Kentucky hosting a one or two day National 
Agriculture Summit. The proposed site would be Louisville, during the National Farm Machinery Show, which 
will be held in February. Possibly invite Presidential Candidates to speak. This would give the agriculture 
community attending the show (60,000+, from 35 states) the opportunity to hear from the candidates. It 
would also highlight Kentucky on a national level. Mr. Hack advised that there was going to be a meeting to 
look into the feasibility of hosting such a summit. He explained that a conference of this magnitude would 
require the diligence and hard work of many people. He asked the members would they support such an 
effort? The members overwhelmingly supported the idea. A motion and second to endorse the summit was 
received. The motion passed. 
 
New Business and Announcements: 
 
There was discussion of reviving the Dawson Baker beef processing facility. Glenn Massengale will look into 
the exact needs and report back to the committee. 
 
National FFA Convention to be held in Louisville, beginning October 28. John-Mark Hack suggested that 
KARDA should volunteer to help with the convention. Inquire into sponsorships, welcome booth, etc. He also 
reminded the members to always support the state FFA. 
 
American Tree Farm Convention to be held in Louisville, November 4 – 7. Never before held in Kentucky. 
 
Livestock, Forage & Grasslands, meeting in Louisville, November. 
 
The next meeting of the KARDA Board is scheduled for October 5. Proposed meeting site is Somerset. 
 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 
 
*Copies of handouts are on file in the KARDA meeting folder located in the Governor’s Office of Agriculture 
Policy. 


